
Connected Learning Year 1           
 In the English and Maths lessons, parents and students have particular roles. Please see our support videos on our website to help you with the parent roles.  

 

Phonics Activities 

Syllable Sort 
Think of a category, e.g. animals, 

food, transport. For each word, 

count how many syllables in the 

word. 

Rhyme Time 
Come up with a rhyming pair, e.g. 

cat, hat. Then generate a list of 

additional rhyming words, e.g. rat, 

mat, sat. 

Sound Detective 
Choose a focus sound from the box 

below. Search for words containing 

that digraph in a book and record 

them. 

Playdough Words 
Make words featuring your focus 

sound out of playdough. 

(Alternatively, use shaving 

cream/sand/flour/rice). 

Rainbow Words 
Practise spelling some words 

featuring your focus sound by 

writing them in different coloured 

pencils/textas. 

Fancy Fonts 
Create words featuring your focus 

sound by cutting out letters from 

catalogues/ magazines/ 

newspapers. 

Memory Match 
Choose five words with your focus 

sound and write each word twice on 

a grid. Cut up all the words and 

try to find the matching pairs. 

Big Word Game 
Choose a ‘big’ word (about ten 

letters) and try to find smaller 

words hiding within it. 

Simple Sentences 
Choose a word featuring your focus 

sound and write it in a sentence. 

Remember your punctuation! 

 

 

Focus Sounds – j, v, ck, qu, ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh 
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Reading Activities 

Note: These reading activities are verbal tasks. 

My Favourite Part 
What was your favourite part of 

the story? Why? 

Reader Response 
Rate your enjoyment of the book, 

e.g- loved it, it was ok, not for 

me. Why did/didn’t you enjoy the 

story? 

Act Out The Story 
Perform the story as a play using 

people, puppets, playdough- 

however you would like to 

represent the story! 

Change the Story 
Come up with a different ending 

for the story. What would happen 

if a kind character was mean? Or 

if a mean character became good? 

Make a Connection 
Can you make a connection between 

a text and something that has 

happened in your own life? Or a 

connection between two texts? 

Sequence the Story 
Talk about the main events in the 

story. Retell what happened in the 

beginning, middle and end. 

Interesting Words 
Choose five unfamiliar words from 

a book and find out what they 

mean. 

My Favourite Character 
Who was your favourite character 

in the story? Why? 

What’s The Problem? 
Discuss what the problem in the 

story was. How did the problem 

get solved? 
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Writing Activities 

See, Think, Wonder 
Look at a picture. Write a 

sentence describing what you can 

see, something you think about the 

picture and something you wonder 

about the picture. 

Write a Recipe 
Choose one of your favourite meals 

for breakfast, lunch or dinner. 

Write the ingredients and steps a 

friend would need to follow to 

make your yummy meal. 

Letter Writing 
Write a letter to a family 

member/friend/teacher about a 

topic of your choice. 

Parts of Speech 
Choose words from a story and 

sort them into nouns (naming 

words), verbs (doing words) and 

adjectives (describing words). 

Interesting Information 
Read a non-fiction book then write 

and illustrate some interesting 

facts you have learned. 

Dear Diary 
Write a diary entry describing your 

day. What did you do? How did you 

feel? What was your favourite 

thing about your day? 

Create a Comic Strip 
Turn your favourite story into a 

short comic strip. 

Character Profile 
Choose a character from a story 

you have read. Create a profile 

listing their name, where they live, 

likes, dislikes, character traits, 

etc. 

Gratitude Cards 
Create a card for a family 

member/friend/teacher and tell 

them something you are thankful 

for. 
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Maths Activities 

Numbers to 100 
Ask your child to count and sort a 

large number of items. 

Teen Numbers 
Call out a teen number between 11 

and 19. Get your child to find that 

many objects. 

Number & Word Match 
Write a number name eg: six on a 

board. Get your child to write the 

matching digit (6). 

Play Snap  
Play the card game ‘snap’ with your 

child. Take out the picture cards 

(eg: kings, queens etc) until you’re 

left with just the numbers. Shuffle 

and play. 

Directional Language 
Play hiding games where you child 

hides an object and then gives you 

directions to help find it. 

Board Game 
Play a board game with your child 

that involves rolling a dice and 

counting along a track. 

Sharing Collections 

Give your child a small collection 

(under 20) of objects. Get them to 

share their collection between ‘2 

people’. How many does each 

‘person’ have? 

Shape Hunt 

Send your child on a ‘shape hunt’. 

Give them instructions to look for 

the following shapes… square, 

circle, triangle, rectangle, diamond 

(rhombus), cone, cube, cylinder. 

Volume 

Give your child a range of 

containers. Get them to fill one 

container and compare it with 

another. Ask ‘which container holds 

more? ‘Which container holds less? 

‘How do you know?’ 

 


