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Phonics Activities 

Language Awareness 
Say a sentence with expression and ask your 

child to repeat the sentence with the same 

expression and then count how many words 

are in the sentence. 

eg I am happy! (3) 

 

Rhyme Time 
Come up with a rhyming pair, e.g. cat, hat. 

Then generate a list of additional rhyming 

words, e.g. rat, mat, sat. 

Sound Detective 
Choose a focus sound from the box below. 

Search for words containing that sound 

around the house or in a book. 

Playdough Words 
Make words featuring your focus sounds out 

of playdough.eg, pin, pat (Alternatively, use 

shaving cream/sand/flour/rice). 

Letter Naming  
Look at the alphabet A-Z 

Can you say all of their names and sounds?  

eg A-    Its name is… Its sound is… 

Fancy Fonts 
Can you find your focus sound by cutting out 

letters from catalogues/ magazines/ 

newspapers and glue them on a piece of 

paper? 

Blending Sounds 
Say three sounds slowly to your child and 

ask them to blend them together and say the 

word. 

eg, s—a—t (sat) 

Final Sounds 
Say a word to your child. Your child repeats 

the word and then tells you what is the final 

sound. 

eg, hot /t/,  keep /p/  

Segmenting Sounds 
Say a three letter word and ask your child 

to tell you the sounds they hear. So if you 

say cat, they will say ‘/c/../a/../t/’ 

 

 

Focus Sounds – s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, o, g, c, k, ck 
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Reading Activities 

Note: These reading activities are verbal tasks. 

My Favourite Part 
What was your favourite part of 

the story? Why? 

Setting Investigation 
Read a story to your child and ask 

them to describe the setting and 

the characters. 

Act Out The Story 
Perform the story as a play using 

people, puppets, playdough, toys - 

however you would like to 

represent the story! 

Change the Story 
Come up with a different ending 

for the story. What would happen 

if a kind character was mean? Or 

if a mean character became good? 

Make a Connection 
Can you make a connection between 

a text and something that has 

happened in your own life? Or a 

connection between two texts? 

Sequence the Story 
Talk about the main events in the 

story. Retell what happened in the 

beginning, middle and end. 

Interesting Words 
Choose five unfamiliar words from 

a book and find out what they 

mean. 

My Favourite Character 
Who was your favourite character 

in the story? Why? 

What’s The Problem? 
Discuss what the problem in the 

story was. How did the problem 

get solved? 
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Writing Activities 

See, Think, Wonder 
Look at a picture. Ask your child to tell 

you a sentence describing what you can 

see, something you think about the 

picture and something you wonder about 

the picture. 

Follow a Recipe 
Choose a recipe for a meal or something fun, like 

playdough. Listen to the ingredients and help an 

adult to follow the steps to make it. 

Writing three letter words 
Find photos or pictures of three letter words 

such as a pin and mat and ask your child to have 

a go at writing the words. 

 pin 

Parts of Speech 
Choose words from a story and sort 

them into nouns (naming words), verbs 

(doing words) and adjectives (describing 

words). 

Interesting Information 
Read a non-fiction book then draw and 

label a picture about some interesting 

facts you have learned. 

Dear Diary 
Draw a diary entry about your day. Your 

child may have a go at writing about 

their picture and you can scribe for 

them. Include Who, What, Where, 

When, Why and How 
Draw a Story Sequence 

What happened in the beginning, middle 

and end of the story. 

Character Profile 
Choose a character from a story you 

have read. Create a profile listing their 

Gratitude Cards 
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name, where they live, likes, dislikes, 

character traits, etc. 
Create a card for a family 

member/friend/teacher and tell them 

something you are thankful for. 
 

 

 

 

Maths Activities 

Numbers 
Ask your child to count to 20. 

Ask your child to write numbers to 20. 

If they can do this, ask them to count 

backwards from different numbers eg, 12, 

18 

Teen Numbers 
Call out a teen number between 11 and 19. 

Get your child to find that many objects. 

Number & Word Match 
Write a number name eg: six on a 

board. Get your child to write the 

matching digit (6). 

Play Snap  
Play the card game ‘snap’ with your 

child. Take out the picture cards 

(eg: kings, queens etc) until you’re 

left with just the numbers. 

Shuffle and play. 

Directional Language 
Play hiding games where you child 

hides an object and then gives you 

directions to help find it. 

Board Game 
Play a board game with your child 

that involves rolling a dice and 

counting along a track. 
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Sharing Collections 
Give your child a small collection 

(under 20) of objects. Get them to 

share their collection between ‘2 

people’. How many does each 

‘person’ have? 

Shape Hunt 
Send your child on a ‘shape hunt’. 

Give them instructions to look for 

the following shapes… square, 

circle, triangle, rectangle, diamond 

(rhombus), cone, cube, cylinder. 

subitise 
https://youtu.be/nsScVF6Jo6A 

Subitising is when you look at a set of 

objects and know how many objects there 

are without counting. Can you subitise up to 

10? 

Like dots on a dice 

 

 

https://youtu.be/nsScVF6Jo6A

