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Phonemic Awareness and Phonics
• At Beaumaris we teach a synthetic phonics 

programme which strengthens students skills in 
identifying sounds (phonemes) and matching them to 
their corresponding letters (graphemes). 

• Children are explicitly taught phonemic awareness and 
phonic knowledge in a sequential manner to build a 
strong basis for the development of early writing and 
reading skills. 

• Children practice their literacy skills in play-based 
activities as appropriate.



Useful Definitions

• The smallest unit of sound in speech is 
referred to as a phoneme. E.g.  ‘c – a – t’ has 
three phonemes.

• Letters are referred to as graphemes.

• A digraph is two letters that make one sound.

E.g.  sh, ch, ai.  

• A tri-graph is a combination of three letters 
that make one sound. E.g.  igh as in sight.



Blending and Segmenting

• Are essential skills for reading and writing.

• Segmenting involves breaking a word up into 
it’s component phonemes. (commonly referred 
to as sounding out).

• Blending is putting the phonemes back 
together to make a word.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8etBZWtGL4 (Blending)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8etBZWtGL4


Word Knowledge

• ‘Tricky’ and high frequency words – most 
words can be sounded out.

• Types of words such as nouns, verbs and 
adjectives.

• Higher level vocabulary.



Home Readers

• Your child will be given a new book to read at 
home each week. 

• These books are individually selected to allow 
your child to achieve success in their reading. 

• They are not meant to challenge your child.



Types of Home Readers

• Decodable – allow children to practice their 
sounds knowledge to decode instead of 
guessing or relying on pictures. Decodable 
texts also have a small level of high frequency 
words. 

• Predictable – have repetitive structure or 
sentence pattern. 



Decoding during Reading
• To help your child with decoding words you should 

encourage them to focus on the text by pointing to 
each word as they are reading. 

• If they make an error with a word you can guide them 
back to the beginning of the word to sound out. 

Questions to ask: 

• What sound do these two/three graphemes (letters) 
make when they are together? (digraph, tri-graph)

• Which words are tricky for you? 

• Encourage re-reading of the text to develop fluency. 



Demonstrations

• (Discussion and videos relating to reading 
decodable texts at home).



Strategies for Reluctant 
Readers

• Share the reading – I read one page, 
you read one page.

• Echo reading – You read it and then your 
child reads the same sentence or word.



Reading to your Child



Reasons to read with your child

• When children experience reading as a 
pleasurable activity they are motivated to 
practice their reading skills.

• Children who read with their parents acquire 
a knowledge of book language, text types, 
concepts of print and vocabulary which is 
supportive of their learning.



Read a variety of texts

Fiction – stories, traditional fairy-tales, nursery 
rhymes, poetry

Discuss:

• Beginning, middle, end.               

• Problem and resolution.

• Characters and setting.

Non-fiction – informational texts: books relating to 
specific topic, recipes. 



Print Conventions
• Print conventions are related to knowledge about the 

structure/format of books and the reading process. 
These include:

• Book awareness: Cover page, front and back of the 
book, author, illustrator, title, where to start reading, 
directionality of print.

• Letter awareness: identifying a letter, capital letters, 
full-stops, spaces.

• Sentence awareness: where a sentence starts and 
finishes.



Before Reading

• Discuss the cover (pictures & title) to predict what 
the story is going to be about. 

• What is the title of this book?

• What are the pictures about? 

• What do you think this book will be about?

• What do you already know about this type of story or 
information?

• Who is the author of this book? 

• Who is the illustrator of this book?



Comprehension 
• Help your child to gain and maintain meaning

(comprehension) by discussing what has happened and 
have them predict what may happen next. 

• Note any interesting words and discuss what they 
mean. Try to add them to your child’s vocabulary by 
using them in another context. 

• Ask your child a literal question (answer is right 
there in the text) or an inferred question (think
about it) or get them to make up a question for you.

• Help your child to make personal connections to the 
events and characters by relating events and feelings 
to their life.

• Encourage your child to orally retell the story.



Tips for Home Reading
• Establish a routine for shared story reading.

• Allow your child to choose books.

• Read aloud to your child everyday. 

• Keep introduction brief - discuss cover, title, blurb 
and look for ‘tricky’ words. 

• Allow children to be successful. Provide known books 
at your child’s level for re-reading. 

• Acknowledge specific strategies your child applies.

• Encourage children to discuss and verbalise opinions 
about events and characters. 

• Read a series of books by the same author.

• Create a love of books and stories. (Tell oral stories)

• Join the local library.



Creating a reading environment
• Create a comfortable 

and quiet area free 
from distractions. 

• Provide easily 
accessible and 
interesting picture 
books.

• Include a selection of 
both fiction and non-
fiction books.

• Provide ways for 
children to respond to 
stories – writing paper 
and pencils, puppets, 
etc.



Benefits of Home Reading



Encourage a love of reading

• You can make a real difference in your 
child’s reading journey.


